
Michigan House of Representatives 
Representative’s name goes here
P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, MI 48909-7514 
Dear Representative  

I am writing to request your support legislation to modify Michigan's mandatory helmet law to allow for adult choice.  

Reviewing this based upon the facts, not upon opinions or emotions, I think you will see that it makes good sense.  A 16-year analysis of all 50 states, conducted by the Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC), clearly shows that the average accident rate and the fatality rate is actually lower in states without helmet laws. These statistics also prove that a state-funded Riders Ed program prevents more accidents and saves more lives than a mandatory helmet law.  Fatalities as a % of accidents stayed the same after California introduced their helmet law. The accident rate, however, dropped sharply after they introduced their Riders Ed program (which was 4 years before the helmet law was introduced).  

When we leave emotion out of the equation and analyse the facts, the reason behind this data is clear: a helmet law does nothing to prevent the root cause of injuries, which is the accident itself. It is much more effective to prevent accidents than to mandate more so-called Safety equipment? 

The conclusion that a repeal "would put a huge burden on an already-taxed health care system, and the people who support it is also unfounded, as statistics show that motorcyclists are 3.6% less dependent upon public funds for hospitalization than is the general public.  Also, since statistics show the average accident rates and the fatality rates are lower in states without helmet laws. Not being forced to wear a helmet is not a social burden.  

I believe that stressing alcohol awareness, rider training and motorist awareness are much more effective methods to prevent accidents and the resultant injuries.  

Even NHSTA states: Helmets cannot protect the rider from most types of bodily injuries, which of course is all the more reason to stress accident prevention instead of occupant protection.   

These facts and statistics lead me to the clear conclusion that Michigan's helmet law is unfounded; I thus ask for your support in this matter.  

For these same reasons I urge you to vote NO on any proposed separate PIP coverage on motorcycles; looking at the above-stated facts and also considering motorcycle damage statistics it is clear that SEPARATE PIP insurance coverage is not justified. 

Sincerely, 

